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ledge its variable efficacy, and the utter
inapplicability of any one substance being
considered at all seasons equally remedial.
Creosote containing a less proportion of car-
bon than naphtha, I consider as a reason of
its being less efficacious.
It is well known that preparations of
potass have the power of inducing or form-
ing an amorphous mass of tuberculous mat-
ter, and they consequently have been re-
sorted to with success in pulmonary com-
plaints. Creosote, as a medicine, having
less portion of carbon than the naphtha, I
am induced to place it as a remedial agent
in a less powerful degsee. At all events I
think it but just to observe, that when the 
,,
two substances have been fairly tried, and 
their separate virtues duly weighed, that we
may more safely arrive at the conclusion
how the preference has been made. I am,
Sir, your obedient servant,
J. C. ATKINSON.
Romney-terrace, Westminster,
May 3, 1843.
ON
CUPPING WITH THE AID OF
HOT WATER.
By JAMES ORR, A.M., M.D., Dunoon.
THERE are few medical instruments, how- I!
ever great the genius which has produced
them, that are not susceptible of some im-
provement either in construction or mode of
application.
The apparatuses for cupping forms no ex-
ception to the remark, for they have been
the subject of various improvements, some
in the form of the cups, others in the manner
of producing the vacuum. One operator
requires, to produce avacuum, spiritof wine
and the lighted taper ; another employs the
exhausting syringe; while a third produces
similar effects without either, only applying
his mouth to the fundus of the cup to form a
sufficient vacuum with a particular form of
cup.
The few remarks I am about to make
have reference not so much to any change
in the form of cup as to its application and
the more speedy abstraction of blood by the
aid of hot water. The cup fitted for the hot
water is somewhat different from the com
mon form, and though in general use in
many places, in others it is unknown. The
form is similar to that in common use, which
requires the spirit of wine, excepting that
from the external and central part of its
fundus there is a small tube extending from
a quarter to an inch in length. At the distal
extremity of the tube the opening is sufficient
to admit the point of a small probe, and over
this small opening there is a bit of very pli-
able bladder, or skin, covering the opening
completely, and well secured with a thread
round the neck of the tube. This bit of skin,
as we have said, covers completely the exter-
nal opening of the tube, and acts the part of
a perfect valve during the operation. When
the cup is applied to any part of the body
requiring the abstraction of blood the tube
is laid hold of by the mouth of the operator,
and by means of suction (to use a common
phrase) a vacuum to almost any degree can
be produced; for, when suction is applied to
the extremity of the tube, the little bit of
skin is elevated to an extent that is sufficient
to allow the air within the cup to escape,
and when the mouth is removed from the
tube the pressure of the atmosphere forces
the bit of skin so close over the opening of
the tube as to prevent entirely the ingress of
the air, and so performs the part of a perfect
valve, in allowing the air within the cup to
escape during suction, and preventing its
re-entrance, leaving the interior of the cup
almost a complete vacuum. In operating
with the form of cup so described its sim-
plicity recommends it very much, as neither
the spirit of wine, nor the lighted taper, nor
the exhausting syringe, are necessary; and
by their absence the operation of cupping is
rendered much less formidable in appear-
ance, and so the occasional frights and sud-
den alarms in patients, which are often pro.
duced by the burning of the spirit of wine,
are avoided.
Having described the form of cup, I pro-
ceed to its application for abstracting blood
by the aid of hot water. The incisions being
made, either with the common scarificators
or common lancet, as may suit the conveni-
ence of the operator, take a cupping-glass
capable of holding from two to three ounces
of water, into which put from half an
ounce to an ounce of pretty hot water,
say at about 120&deg; of heat, and so apply
it over the part from which you wish
to abstract blood ; then apply the mouth to
the tube, and by suction the vacuum is pro-
duced in the manner above described, which,
by the assistance of the hot water, directly
applied to the scarifications, the blood flows
freely, speaking comparatively. In cupping
parts of the body which are highly vascular
the hot water is less necessary, and may be
dispensed with, but in operating on parts of
less vascularity it will promote a more copi-
ous flow of blood in a given time than would
otherwise take place, saving both the suffer-
ings of the patient and the time of the opera-
tor. Although the effects of hot water are
more manifest in operating on parts that are
not very vascular, yet much time may be
saved by its use when operating on any part
of the body. The reader is not to under-
stand, however, that the addition of the hot
water will make the blood flow alike freely
from every part of the body, because the flow
of blood will be modified by the degree of
vascularity in the part.
The temperature of the water used in this
, manner of operating may be many degrees
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higher than could be borne in ordinary
fomentation, for the insensibility produced
by the tightening of the cupping-glass soon
overcomes even a slight sensation of scald-
ing, which the patient may feel at the mo.
ment the cup containing the hot water is
applied. But the use of the hot water in
cupping is not limited to that species of it in
which blood is abstracted, for its farther ad&deg;
vantage can be well conceived in the kind
called 
 dry cupping." In cases requiring
that operation you may have the combined
effect of the dry cupping and the hot water,
although it is a little paradoxical to speak of
dry cupping when an ounce of hot water may
be used, or less, or more, as may be thought
proper.
From the easy mode in which this form of
cup can be applied, I recommend it to those
who have not tried it. It can he used at all
times, and with the utmost delicacy, which
cannot be affirmed of that form which re-
quires the spirit of wine. It is no small
advantage attending this peculiar form of
cup, that in its application the degree of
pressure can be increased by a nice grada-
tion, in accommodation to the sensibility of
the part to which it is applied, either with or
without the hot water, and if thought proper
it can be used equally well as the other form
with the spirit of wine. Nor is it necessary
to remark farther, that this form of cup, with
the addition of hot water, is exceedingly
convenient, and no less useful for promoting
a copious flow of blood after leeches have
been removed. As I said above, the degree
of pressure can be accommodated to the sen-
sibility of the part, and under ordinary cii--
cumstances the cup with the hot water ap-
plied to recent leech-holes, almost any quan-
tity of blood may be obtained.
Dunoon, Argyleshire, April 26,1843.
THE RESUSCITATION OF APPA-
RENTLY LIFELESS CHILDREN,
(For THE LANCET.)
MRS. ALLAN was confined to-day of her
seventh child, after a short labour; the
child was apparently lifeless, flaccid, and
below the average size. Immediately after
birth, on exposure to the air of the apart-
ment, there was a convulsive movement of
the mouth and chest, which was probably
caused by the sudden impress of air on the
nervous system. I immediately plunged the
infant into very warm water, keeping merely
the mouth above, and rubbing it in the usual
way. It still continued perfectly flaccid,
and to all appearance dead; so much so,
that the attendants begged me to give it up
as hopeless. I then commenced smart fric.
tion all down the spine. The bowels and
limbs, as my hand traversed the different re-
gions, now became stiff, and more life-like,
the pulsations of the carotids, were felt dis.
tinctly under my fingers as my hand sup
ported the head ; the gasps at breath gradu-
ally became inspirations, which were soon
followed by cries and full resuscitation.
Although this child was no doubt restored
so speedily through the medium of the
spinal nerves, it might, perhaps, have been
recovered by the usual methods, but that
tried on this occasion was so very successful
that I am induced to report it. The idea was
suggested from the writings of Dr. Marshall
Hall.
WILLIA5i HENDERSON, M.D.
Corstorphine, Edinburgh,
May 6, 1843.
LIAM ,
OCCUPATION OF THE UTERUS
BY HYDATIDS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The following case of hydatids in
the uterus has lately occurred in my prat-
tiee -
On Sunday, the 16th of April ult.; Mrs.
P., &aelig;tat. 31, married, and the mother of five
children, applied to me in consequence of
pain and slight uterine h&aelig;morrhage, stating
that she had twice miscarried, the last time
about eight months since. She considered
herself now to be pregnant, having quickened
on Friday the 14th, but was apprehensive
she should not go the full time. As the h&aelig;
morrhage was not profuse 1 recommended
quiet and the recumbent position, and a
sixth part of the following mixture every
four hours :-
R Sulph. of magnes., three drachms;
’ Dilute sulph. acid, one drachm:
Tinct. of opium, one drachm ;
Water, six ounces. tl’Iix.
17. No increase of flooding, and the pain
subsided.
, 18. Better. Again told me she was con.
fident she felt her child. To continue the) mixture.
i 20. Considerably better. Told me she did
not require further medical aid.
24: I was again called, in consequence ci’
h&aelig;morrhage returning (which she attribute;l
to some exertion she had undergone dunag
the day). On arriving I found she had lost
a considerable quantity of blood, and was
complaining of much faintness. On placicg
my hand upon the abdomen I found an en.
largement, much greater than is usually the
case in a woman who has only advanced
four or five months in pregnancy, and I
stated to her that I considered she must
have made some mistake, and was further
advanced than she expected. I then made
an examination per vaginam, and found the
os uteri rather low iu the pelvis, its lips
thick and undilatable, admitting only of the
introduction of the forefinger; I could dis
cover nothing but a soft yielding substance.
The h&aelig;morrhage at this time having sub
